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S 903-1904. 



School Committee, I903--I904 


Charles E. Fish, Chairman. 
Harold M, Dean, Secretary. 


Charles E. Fish, 
William E. McDonald, 
George D. Mooers, 
Henry G. Loomis, 
Roscius C. Newell, 

Dr. D. B. Sullivan, 


Term expires 1904 

“ “ 1904 

“ “ 1904 

“ “ 1905 

“ “ 1906 

“ “ 1906 


Regular meeting of the School Committee at 7.45 p. m. on the 
Monday before the last Friday of each month. 

All bills must be in the hands of the Superintendent on or be¬ 
fore the above day. 


Superintendent of Schools, Harold M. Dean. 


Office, High School Building. Telephone, 26-4. 

Office Hours 8 to 8.30 a. m. on school days; 7 to 8 p. m. on 


John P. Eastman, 

Mondays. 

TRUANT OFFICERS. 

Depot 

H. T. Bishop, 


Thorndike 

William Prairie, 


Three Rivers 

C. E. Fuller, 


Bondsville 

H. L. Gray, 

JANITORS. 

High School 

H. S. Hobson, 


Depot 

H. T. Bishop, 


Thorndike 

William Prairie, 


Three Rivers 

C. E. Fuller, 


Bondsville 



Calendar 


SCHOOL YEAR, 1904-5. 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

Winter term began January 4, 1904; ends March 25, 1904. 
Spring term begins April 4 , 1904; ends June 24, 1904. 

Fall term begins September 6, 1904; ends December 23, 1904. 
Winter term begins January 2, 1905 ; ends March 24, 1905. 
Spring term begins April 3, 1905 ; ends June 23, 1905. 

OTHER SCHOOLS. 

Winter term began January 4 , 1904 ; ends March 25, 1904. 
Spring term begins April 4, 1904; ends June 17, 1904. 

Fall term begins September 6, 1904; ends December 16, 1904. 
Winter term begins January 2 , 1905 ; ends March 24, 1905. 
Spring term begins April 3, 1905 ; ends June 16, 1905. 



Report of the School Committee 


lo the Citizens of Palmer: 

In compliance with the statutes of the Commonwealth, the 
School Committee respectfully submits its Annual Report for the 
year ending March ist, 1904. 

Near the close of the last school year your committee lost, by 
the resignation of Mr. Hobbs, the services of one of the best 
friends of our schools. Many years of efficient service on the 
school committee rendered him a particularly valuable member of 
the board. The committee wish at this time to express publicly 
its feeling of loss the town has sustained by his resignation. 

It is not the province of the report of your committee to go 
into the details concerning the condition of our schools during the 
past year. For such, we desire to call your attention to the report 
of the Superintendent. Owing to unforeseen conditions, the Super¬ 
intendent has been compelled to labor under adverse conditions. 
The Thorndike fire deprived us of room for five schools, and it is to 
the credit of the Superintendent that not a day was lost but all these 
schools opened as usual less than a week later in rented rooms with 
a complete equipment for the regular school work. The improved 
record of attendance is a cause of congratulation to both teachers 
and parents. Too much emphasis cannot be put upon the import¬ 
ance of regular and prompt attendance. The thanks of the 
committee is due to all who have had the immediate charge of our 
schools. The town has reason to congratulate the building commit¬ 
tee upon the thoroughly up to date building that they have erected 
in place of the one burned at Thorndike, and the exceptionally short 
time in which they were able to turn it over to the town for school 
use. During the past summer’s vacation the Three Rivers building, 
under the supervision of the Superintendent, has been thoroughly 
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renovated and provided with new furniture, so that it will be able to 
meet the requirements for several years to come. With one excep¬ 
tion the school accommodations of the town are now all that can be 
desired. Though your committee does not feel at liberty to 
recommend any specific action owing to the abnormal expenditures 
of the town during the past year, still it feels that it would be remiss 
in its duty if it did not call attention to the conditions at our High 
School, concerning which a more detailed statement may be found 
in the Superintendent’s report. The building is not satisfactory and 
is far from providing the necessary accommodations that are needed 
for the present number attending. The attendance next year will 
be larger than ever. We urge that every person interested in the 
welfare of the High School investigate for himself the condition and 
needs at this building, and the free expression of opinion of all is 
asked at our next town meeting for the government of your commit¬ 
tee in this matter, that the interests of the town may be best 
conserved. 

TEACHERS. 

While it is our belief that we have never had a more efficient 
and conscientious corps of teachers than at the present time, still 
the loss each year of some of our best teachers compel us to believe 
that in the not distant future, consideration must be given to the 
question of teachers’ salaries. 

The work in Drawing and Music under the excellent supervision 
of Miss Hackett and Miss Cantwell is deserving of praise and 
commendation. 

The committee has asked the Superintendent to present in his 
report, in addition to the regular statistics, information showing the 
expenditures of the schools in Palmer compared with other towns. 

It is the disposition of your committee to ask for no appropria¬ 
tions not deemed essential to maintain our schools up to their present 
standard of efficiency. All special appropriations have been elimi¬ 
nated for the coming year excepting a small one for insurance, and 
though there will be an increased attendance in our high school 
involving increased expenditures for transportation, supplies, and 
possibly teachers’ salaries, no increase is asked for more than $100 
on account of transportation. 
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Your committee estimates the expenses for the schools for the 
ensuing year to be $22,900, and recommend that that sum be raised 
and appropriated. The basis of their estimate is as follows : 


Salaries, $16,000.00 

Music and drawing, 1,000.00 

Janitors, 1,600.00 

Transportation, 400.00 

Text books and supplies, 1,000.00 

Fuel and lights, 1,900.00 

Repairs, 500.00 

Contingencies, 500.00 



$22, 

SPECIAL APPROPRIATION. 

,900.00 

Insurance, 

CHAS. E. FISH, 
w. e. McDonald, 

60.00 

) 


H. G. LOOMIS, 

\ School 


R. C. NEWELL, 

DR. D. B. SULLIVAN, 
GEO. D. MOOERS, 

j Committee . 




Financial Statement, 


TEACHERS’ SALARIES. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


Fred W. Cross, 


$1,260.00 

Fannie H. Kingsley, 


550.00 

Jessie L. Hyde, 


55 0 * 00 

Nettie M. Sadler, 

DEPOT. 

55000 

Gertrude Ball, 


$608.00 

Marion Gee, 


300.00 

Elizabeth Ford, 


80.00 

Ethel Coker, 


285.00 

Olive Ryan, 


80.00 

Nellie Haley, 


150.00 

Elizabeth I. Heenehan, 


230.00 

Katharine Shea, 


365.00 

Sarah Harrison, 


380.00 

M. Eloise Stone, 


380.00 

Annie E. Tucker, 

THORNDIKE. 

380.00 

Clara Rowley, 


$608.00 

M. Rachel Butler, 


135.00 

Minnie Andrews, 


230.00 

Annie E. O’Connor, 


380.00 

Lucy B. Twiss, 


380.00 

Mary E. Murdock, 


380.00 


$2,910.00 


$3,238.00 


$2,113.00 
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BONDSVILLE. 


Jennie C. Twiss, 

$608.00 


Annie E. Powers, 

380.00 


Cora B. Clark, 

380.00 


Florence Bridges, 

150.00 


Maude Connor, 

230.00 


Helen Farnsworth, 

380.00 

$2,128.00 

THREE RIVERS. 

William F. Johnson, 

$240.00 


Herbert H. Howes, 

368.00 


Katharine Twiss, 

380.00 


Elizabeth I. Heenehan, 

150.00 


Ellen F. Glynn, 

230.00 


Jennie M. Day, 

380.00 


Lula C. Vaille, 

380.00 

$2,128.00 

DISTRICTS. 

Minnie Andrews, Center, 

$150-00 


Susie Goodwin, Center, 

230.00 


Julia G. Daley, Wire Mill, 

365.00 


Blanche Hastings, Forest Lake, 

121.87 


Jennie Roche, Forest Lake, 

186.88 


May E. Mahoney, Mason, 

308.75 


Marie Prindiville, Shorley, 

266.00 


Inez Patton, Assistant, 

40.00 

$1,668.50 

SUPERINTENDENT. 

Harold M. Dean, 

$1,720.00 

$1,720.00 

^^^oS-So 

DRAWING AND MUSIC. 


Grace E. Hackett, 

$480.00 


Joana V. Cantwell, 

400.00 


E. E. Babb & Co., 

40.00 


Kenney Bros. & Wolkins, 

20.00 


Ginn & Co., 

56.27 



$996.27 
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H. L. Gray, 

JANITORS. 

$263.20 

H. S. Hobson, 


438-77 

C. E. Fuller, 


280.00 

William Prairie, 


280.00 

H. T. Bishop, 


168.00 

Rufus Bacon, 


20.00 

Pearl Bacon, 


3.00 

Louis Wheeler, 


20.00 

John Johnson, 


23.00 

Mrs. C. Maginnis, 


20.00 

John King, 


45*25 

Denis Mahoney, 


27.00 

E. E. Hobson, 

INSURANCE. 

$ 75 -°° 

W. W. Leach & Co., 


H 7-75 

David F. Dillon, 


60.00 


- $252.75 

TRANSPORTATION. 

Springfield & Eastern Street Railway, $5 50.00 

-—— $55o*oo 


TEXT BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 


Manhattan Electrical Supply Co., $ 35.60 

Silver, Burdette & Co., 5.10 

Newson & Co., 2.00 

J. L. Hammett & Co., 86.91 

Atkinson & Mentzer, 27.77 

Kenney Bros. & Wolkins, 224.24 

C. C. Lowell, 17.00 

C. A. Black, 6.00 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 41*58 

Charles Scribner’s Sons, 18.55 

L. E. Knott Apparatus Co., 15.00 

Hinds & Noble, 5.40 

Rand, McNally Co., 21.90 

S. S. Packard, 12.00 

Benj. Sanborn Co., .54 
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American Book Co., 

$ 35.60 

Milton Bradley Co., 

13-45 

E. E. Babb & Co., 

352-71 

D. C. Keath & Co., 

275.84 

C. A. LeGro, 

6.27 

Quimby Pharmacy, 

28.11 

Ginn & Co., 

5.00 

E. P. Martin Co., 

82.11 

Henry R. Johnson, 

25.00 

CONTINGENCIES. 


L. E. Knott Apparatus Co., 

$ 6.40 

C. B. Fiske & Co., 

134-59 

Buck & Whitcomb, 

15-73 

Whitcomb & Faulkner, 

22.19 

Central Mass. Electric Co., 

21.65 

H. S. Hobson, 

5. 2 8 

William Ryder, 

6.00 

Palmer Mill, 

1.48 

Gertrude Ball, 

7-50 

William Prairie, 

3*56 

William F. Johnson, 

4.55 

F. W. Cross, 

5*50 

H. M. Dean, prepayments, 

41.45 

D. L. Bodfish, 

2.78 

Daniel Lane, 

6.00 

H. W. McGregory, 

5.25 

A. H. Orcutt, 

19.20 

C. E. Fuller, 

30.00 

C. L. Johnson & Co., 

6.00 

B. & A. R. R., 

9-74 

M. R. Sullivan, 

1.50 

Library Bureau, 

14.85 

C. H. Hobson, 

52.00 

Bass & Co., 

1.00 

W. L. Shaw, 

21.20 

S. H. Brown, 

58.80 

E. S. Brooks, 

14.60 


$ 1 , 343-68 
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Alfred Thomas, 


$ 5-oo 

R. D. Swisher Co., 


2-75 

C. S. Ruggles, 


5.00 

John King, 


2.25 

Boston Duck Company, 


1.40 

S. W. Lyon & Co., 


•55 

Quimby Pharmacy, 


2-75 

Palmer Water Company, 


89.05 

James A. Chaffee, 


2.50 

E. Brown & Co., 


2.00 

Byram Woodhead, 


2.00 

H. B. Smith Co., 


.60 

C. L. Holden & Sons, 


2.80 

Frank B. Mclntire, 


9.00 

A. M. Bond, 


7.72 

W. E. Stone, 


•50 

H. G. Loomis, 


10.00 

D. E. Marcy, 


5.00 

Martin Stokes, 


15.00 

Walker & Kelley, 

FUEL. 

6.10 

Central Mass. Electric Co., 


$ 4 i -53 

J. F. Holbrook & Son, 


2,052.25 

Ham & Miller, 


37.01 

F. J. Hamilton, 


18.75 

T. D. Potter & Co., 


23-3i 

Denis Mahoney, 


4-75 

John 0 . Hamilton, 

REPAIRS. 

7-50 

E. Brown & Co., 


$ i 3-°7 

T. D. Potter & Co., 


143.48 

S. W. Lyon & Co., 


9.48 

F. F. Marcy, 


1.25 

E. C. Sexton, 


171.19 

Chandler Desk Co., 


52.50 

Whitcomb & Faulkner, 


I0.8l 

Albert Walder, 


10.00 


$700.77 


$2,185.10 
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Oliver LaSalle, 

Daniel Dwyer, 

Thomas LaCrosse, 

M. R. Sullivan, 

J. W. Brainerd, 

Brown Bros., 

Palmer Mill, 

Powers Regulator Co., 
W. H. Hitchcock, 


SPECIAL APPROPRIATION FOR TEXT BOOKS AND 
SUPPLIES, THORNDIKE. 


Atkinson & Mentzer, $ 14*00 

Ginn & Co., 60.42 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 13*81 

American Book Co., 142*83 

Milton Bradley Co., 49*85 

E. E. Babb & Co., 186.64 

D. C. Heath & Co., $9.18 

Morse Co., 9*oo 

Rand McNally Co., 30.20 

G. & C. Merriam Co., 99.62 

Ginn & Co., 65.40 

C. A. LeGro, 5.00 

Forbes & Wallace, 9.55 

J. L. Hammett Co., 14*85 

Perry, Mason & Co., 18.05 

Henry F. Miller’s Sons Co., 250.00 

-— $1,028.40 

THORNDIKE CONTINGENT SPECIAL APPROPRIATION. 

Springfield & Eastern Street R. R., $200.00 

T. D. Potter & Co., 31*24 

John King, 15.75 

S. H. Brown, 27.11 

J. W. Brainerd, 20.25 

St. Mary’s C. T. A., 


$ 3- 2 5 
i 7 -S° 

26.00 

9-«5 

76.55 

•55 

7-38 

23-65 

1.50 

- $576.21 


120.00 
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John Loftus, 

$ 120.00 

R. L. Bond, 

150.00 

E. J. McKelligott, 

3.00 

T. J. Clifford, 

10.00 

James Loftus, 

10.00 

A. E. Fitch, 

300.00 

Boston & Albany R. R., 

6.60 

M. H. Loftus, 

16.25 

Meekins, Packard & Wheat, 

67.11 

H. G. Loomis, 

120.75 

THREE 

RIVERS SPECIAL. 

Kenney Bros. & Wolkins, 

$ 534 - 9 ° 

E. C. Sexton, 

239.98 

J. W. Brainerd, 

172.74 

M. H. Loftus, 

8.50 

T. D. Potter & Co., 

272.14 

H. G. Loomis, 

2 ° 5-45 

Palmer Mill, 

66.83 


BALANCE ACCOUNT. 


Dr. Cr. 


$16,000.00 

Salaries, superintendent and teachers, 

$ I 5 > 9 ° 5 - 5 ° 

1,000.00 

“ music and drawing teachers, 

996.27 

1,600.00 

“ janitors, 

1,587.22 

1,000.00 

Text books and supplies, 

i,343-68 

1,900.00 

Fuel and lights, 

2,185.10 

500.00 

Repairs, 

576.21 

300.00 

Transportation, 

55 °-°° 

500.00 

Contingencies, 

700.77 

632.17 

Dog tax, 


29.99 

Merrick fund, 


484.40 

Tuition receipts, etc., 
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$ 250.00 

SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

Insurance, 

1,450.001 

Three Rivers building, 

45.00 V 

Received for old desks, and seats, 

25.00) 

“ “ “ settees, 

1,000.00 

Thorndike text books and supplies, 

1,200.00 

Thorndike contingencies, 


Balance unexpended, 


$ 252.75 

I ? 5°°*54 

1,028.40 

1,218.06 

72.06 


$27,916.56 


$27,916.56 


AUDITOR’S REPORT. 


We hereby certify that we have examined the books and 
accounts of the School Committee and find them to be correct in 
every respect. 


C. A. LeGRO, 

E. W. CARPENTER, 


| Auditors. 


Palmer, February 25, 1904. 






Report of Superintendent of Schools 


To the School Committee of the Town of Palmer: 

Gentlemen : — In compliance with the rules of your Board, I 
have the honor to present herewith my second annual report as 
Superintendent of the Schools of Palmer, it being the eleventh of 
the series of reports issued by the Superintendents of the public 
schools of the town. 

Throughout this report the year relative to attendance extends 
from September, 1902 to July, 1903 ; the year relative to expendi¬ 
tures from March 1, 1903 to March 1, 1904. 


STATISTICS. 

I.—POPULATION. 

Census of 1900, 7,801 

School population September 1, 1902, 5 to 15 years of age, 1,229 
School population September 1, 1903, 5 to 15 years of age, 1,290 
Increase, 61 

11.—PUPILS. 


Number of children in town September 1, as reported by the 
census enumerators: 



1902 

1903 

Between the ages of 7 and 14, 

690 

905 

Aggregate enrollment, September to June, 

1,094 

1,192 

Average daily attendance, 

891.65 

901.82 

Average number belonging, 

955-62 

978.82 

Per cent of attendance, 

93-35 

92.14 

Average number of pupils to each teacher, 


In high school, 

16.19 

21.63 

In other schools, 

33 * 

32 - 
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COMPARISON FOR TEN YEARS. 


Year. 

1894-5 

1895-6 

1896-7 

1897-8 

1898-9 

’ 99 -’oo 

’oo-’oi 

’oi-’o2 

1902-3 

i 9 0 3-4 

Average Membership.. 
Average Attendance... 
Percent Attendance... 

9x9.7 

858.2 

93-3 

967-5 

900.7 

93.9 

981.8 

913.6 

93-5 

953.83 

890.64 

92.23 

1023.20 

963.94 

93- 

1050.51 

972.41 

92.01 

1075.85 

1002.05 

93*14 

IO51.9 

977 -I 2 

92.89 

955.62 

891.65 

93-35 

978.82 

90X.82 

92.14 


TABLE OF TARDINESS. 


Schools. 

00 

'to 

VO 

’gg-oo 

’oo-’oi 

’oi-’o2 

’o2-’o3 

03-04 

TTigh Srhnnl. T 

140 

215 

8-7 

150 
x B/^. 

237 

267 

93 

32 

128 

23 

9 1 

374 

860 

T 0 0 

254 

535 


Palmer... 

00 

239 

Three Pi vers. 

86 

37 

4i 

54 

Thorndike. r _ 

°7 

Xo2 

33 

7° 

43 

109 

54 

70 

Pnndsville.. .. 

70 

56 

53 

68 

I 7 

24 

3 

Wire Mill... 

29 

Center. 

65 

7 

M a son. .... 

13 

i55 

a£\ 

*45 

3° 

Shorley... 

25 


0 

25 

29 

3 

Forest Lake. 

8 

10 

19 

4 

29 

24 


4 u 

5° 

Total . 

9 11 


937 

1,704 

1,013 

535 


7 52 


TABLE OF DISMISSALS. 


Schools. 

" 1900- 

-1901 

1901- 

-1902 

1902- 

' I 9°3 

1903- 

" I 9°4 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

High School. 

316 

144 

227 

no 

93 

74 

i 53 

126 

Palmer. 

522 

466 

1,158 

536 

738 

356 

452 

208 

Three Rivers. 

703 

569 

567 

405 

340 

324 

206 

137 

Thorndike. 

158 

44 

109 

59 

178 

84 

52 

26 

Bondsville. 

i 34 

239 

282 

172 

281 

189 

291 

196 

Center. 

95 

78 

263 

67 

21 

14 

37 

24 

Wire Mill. 

21 

15 

20 

16 

7 

3 

Q 

5 

Shorley. 

7 

6 

3 

3 

2 


18 

8 

Mason. 

0 

1-12 

0 

0 

3 




Forest Lake. 

1 

3 

21 

17 

23 


25 

13 


1,989 

1566 1-12 

2,650 

D 385 

1,686 

1,044 

1,245 

744 
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ATTENDANCE BY SCHOOLS. 


SCHOOLS. 

Average 

Membership. 

Average 

Attendance. 

| Per Cent of 
Attendance. 

BTK - 

Enroll¬ 

ment, 

High. 

86-53 

82.99 

95-9i 

95 

Palmer— 





Room i . 

40-5 

38.7 

95-4 

5o 

Room 2. 

36.18 

33-73 

93-2 

40 

Room 3. 

31.80 

29.07 

91.29 

41 

Room 4. 

4O.4O 

36-50 

9°-3 

53 

Room 5. 

3°.°7 

27.08 

89.82 

39 

Room 6. 

31.64 

27.42 

86.67 

41 

Room 7. 

34*05 

29-95 

87.76 

42 

Room 8 . 

54-34 

45-23 

83-23 

72 

Thorndike — 





Room i. 

26.86 

26. 

97- 

32 

Room .. 

25-7 

24.8 

96.4 

3i 

Room 3 . 

27-35 

26.3 

96.3 

33 

Room 4. 

27-5 

25.66 

96-3 

35 

Room 5. 

3i-53 

29.13 

92.24 

39 

Three Rivers— 





Room i. 

27-55 

27.36 

99-34 

29 

Room 2. 

27.89 

27.26 

97.76 

3i 

Room 3 . . . . . . 

28.57 

27.29 

95-53 

37 

Room 4. 

39-77 

37-5 

92.2 

45 

Room 5. 

36-9 

32.44 

87.9 

55 

Bondsville— 





Room i. 

40.82 

38.74 

94.91 

44 

Room 2. 

36.46 

34-04 

93.21 

42 

Room 3. 

42.95 

40.15 

93.28 

49 

Room 4. 

32-97 

29.96 

90.24 

40 

Room 5. 

44-97 

39*13 

86.54 

52 

Districts— 





Center. 

23.81 

22.1 

92.8 

28 

Wire Mill. 

29.69 

27.86 

93.21 

45 

Forest Lake. 

16.15 

13.24 

8I.89 

20 

Mason. 

15.2 

13-7 

90-3 

19 

Shortey. 

10.67 

8.49 

79-34 

13 


978.82 

901.82 

92.14 

1192 
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The registers of the Thorndike schools, containing the record for 
a large part of the year, were burned with the exception of that of 
the First grade. The attendance and membership falls off the latter 
part of the year, so the record is really lower than the actual 
attendance. 

TABLE OF COST. J" 

U * 



1898-9 

J ^ c 

1899-1900 

I9OO-I9OI 

1901-1902 

1902-1903 

1903-1904 

Teachers. 

$14,058.96 

$14,026.54 

$14,488.78 

$14,039.40 

$15,398.00 

$15,905.50 

Music.. 

352.88 

472.01 

400.00 

467.67 

50X.00 

496.27 

Janitors..... 

1,171.80 

1,207.00 

1,301.30 

1,598.70 

1,485.00 

1,587.22 

Contingencies. 

Supervision... 

| 996.08 

| 497-93 

j 94 I -96 

j 1,930.52 

| 672.39 

\ 700-77 

Text books and sup- 







plies. 

I. 363 - 7 1 

1,829.16 

i, 477-73 

1,726.36 

2,438.11 

1,343.68 

Repairs.. 

704.18 

440.56 

413.28 

1,502.50 

594-07 

576.21 

Fuel.... 

1 , 493-41 

1,468.82 

1,869.05 

1,929.88 

1,950.23 

2,185.10 

Transportation. 

980.69 

734-96 

287.50 

450.00 

300.00 

550.00 

Drawing.. 

350.00 

400.00 

400.00 

740.87 

637.28 

500.00 

Extra schoolroom..... 


748.86 





Totals . 

$21,471.7 1 

$22,265.84 

$21,579.65 

$24,385.90 

$23,976.08 

$23,844.75 

Av. Membership. 

1,023.20 

1,050.51 

1,075-85 

1,051.9 

955.62 

978.82 

Av. Attendance. 

963.94 

972.41 

1,002.05 

977.12 

891.65 

901.82 

Cost per pupil, based 







on average member- 







ship. 

$20.98 

$21.20 

$20.06 

$23.18 

$25.09 

$24.36 

Cost per pupil, based 







on average attend- 





26.88 

26.44 

ance..... 

22.27 

22.9O 

21.54 

24.96 


PER CENT OF ATTENDANCE BY BUILDINGS. 


High School, 

95-91 

Thorndike, 

95-65 

Three Rivers, 

94-55 

Wire Mill, 

93.21 

Center, 

92.80 

Bondsville, 

91.64 

Mason, 

90.30 

Palmer, 

89.71 

Shorley, 

79-34 


The low percentage in the Palmer grammar school is accounted 
for in part by the presence of diphtheria in the school during the 
early part of the school year. 
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TABLE OF COST PER PUPIL FOR TEACHERS, 


JANITORS, 

FUEL AND TEXT-BOOKS. 

High School, 

#41.68 

Shorley, 

37 - 5 o 

Forest Lake, 

28.67 

Mason, 

26.65 

Thorndike, 

22.10 

Palmer Center, 

20.50 

Three Rivers, 

19.50 

Palmer, 

16.95 

Wire Mill, 

16.60 

Bondsville, 

16.50 



Roll of Honor, 


Pupils neither absent nor tardy 
during the year. 


Pupils not absent during the 
year. 


Francis B. Barton. 
Hattie M. Senton. 
Maude W. Helliwell. 
Sarah M. Thompson. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 

Irving I. Shaw. 
Joseph H. Wilder. 
Clayton E. Maxwell. 


PALMER GRAMMAR SCHOOL 


Elissa Caryl. 

Agnes Mahoney. 

Bessie Swann. 

Ruth Laird. 

Frederick Brouillette. 

Herbert Johnson. 

Bridget Griffin. 
Thomas Farrell. 
William Lafleur, 

Clinton Frame. 


grade 9. 

GRADE 6. 
GRADE 5. 
GRADE 4. 
GRADE 3. 

BONDSVILLE. 

GRADE 9. 
GRADE 6. 
GRADE 4. 

THREE RIVERS. 

GRADE 9. 
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grade 8. 

Alphonse Abare. 

Samuel Cole. 

Albert Jenks. 

Clarence Lupien. 

C. Byron Smith. 

William C. Tannebring. 

grade 7. 

Frances B. Hartnett. 

Hazel Hubbard. 

Maggie Riddle. 

Nellie L. Twiss. 

Nettie J. Wells. ' 

GRADE 6. 

Mattie Hartnett. 

Katharine Hartnett. 

Elizabeth Riddle. 

Ethel Jenks. 

Matthew Horgan. 

grade 4. 

May Fillmore, Chester Tannebring. 

John Twiss. 

CENTER SCHOOL. 

Mildred Trumble, 

Lillian Mahoney. 

Thorndike schools are omitted on account of the loss of the 
records. 


TRUANCY. 

There have been 25 cases reported to the truant officers, of 
which none warranted prosecution. 
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GRAMMAR SCHOOL GRADUATES. 


CLASS OF 1903. 


PALMER. 


^Harold Lisle Atkins, 

Hazel Beatrice Caryl, 

*Lena Ethel Collis, 

*Thomas James Conroy Jr., 
Benanin Benjamin Doctor, 
*Lizzie Louise Filer, 

^Florence Maria Heenehan, 
Hrene Cowles LeGro, 

* Agnes Mahoney, 

*Ethel McGregory, 

* Florence Eva Nash, 

*Anna Eli; 


*Glennon Lee Paine, 
*Rexford Ray Paine, 

Edwin Thomas Prindle Jr., 
Ruth Purinton, 

* Alice Katharine Shaw, 
^Michael Coyle Smith, 
*Helen Stimson, 

* Walter George St. John, 
*Ada Bessie Swann, 

^Walter John Todd, 

*'William Albert Weeks, 
O’Connor. 


Nellie Conner, 
*Edward Daley, 
*Daniel Healey, 
John Lynch, 


* Annie Carmody, 
^Maurice Cavin, 
*Grace Childs, 
^Mildred Dustin, 
Patrick Farrell, 
*James Fitzgerald, 


THORNDIKE. 

^Gordon Miller, 
^Florence Murdock, 
Thomas Murphy, 
*Agnes O’Keefe, 
*George Reilly. 

BONDSVILLE. 

*George Fitzpatrick, 

* Johanna Griffin, 
*John Moriarty, 

Nora Moriarty, 
Daniel O’Connor, 

* Jerry Sullivan, 

* William F. Sullivan. 


THREE RIVERS* 

*Puymirol Theodore Belanger, ^Clinton Delbert Frame, 
John Howard Collins, ^Robert Leonard Geer, 

Mabel Ellen Collins, ^Elizabeth Effee Hartnett, 

*Ralph Loring Willis. 

These whose names are starred entered the high school. 
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INFECTIOUS AND CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 


1903-1904. 


Fall Term. 


Winter Term. 


Spring Term. 


Diphtheria, 

Scarlet Fever, 

Measles, 

Typhoid Fever, 

Smallpox, 

Membraneous Croup, 
Cerebro Spinal Meningitis, 


22 

1 

57 

o 

o 

1 

o 


3 

6 

x 

o 

o 

o 

o 


2 


4 

I 

o 

o 

o 

o 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF TEACHERS, MARCH 1, 1904. 


Name. 

Address. 

Salary. 

High School. 

Palmer. 

$1,300.00 

550.00 

550.00 

600.00 

608.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

608.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

608.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

608.00 

380.00 

3 So. 00 
380.00 
380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

308.75 

308.75 

308.75 

480.00 

400.00 


Palmer. 

Jessie L. Hyde. 

Palmer. 

Nettie M. Sadler. 

Palmer ... 

Palmer Grammar. 

Gertrude Ball.... 

Palmer... 

Katharine Shea. 


Olive Ryan. 

Palmer ....... ..... . . _ 

Elizabeth Ford.... 

Palmer .... 

Elizabeth I. Heenehan.. 

Palmer.. . 

M. Eloise Stone ... 

Palmei* -.-.. . . r T - - , . - 

Annie F, r Tnr.ker. 

Palmer .... 

Thorndike Grammar. 

Clara Rowley.. 

Palmer . .. 

Minnie V. Andrews.. 

TJiorndike.. 

Annie E O’Connor. 

Thorndike .. 

Lucy B. Twiss. 

Three R ivers. .., 

Mary E. Murdock. 

Thorndike., c. 

Three Rivers Grammar. 

Herbert H. Howes... 

Three Rivers. 

Katharine M. Twiss.. 

Three Rivers.... 

Ellen Glynn... 

Th ree R ivers......... rr 

Jennie M. Day. 

Mon son. 

Lula Vaille... 

Th ree R iyers...... ,,,, 

Bondsville Grammar. 

Jennie C. Twiss. 

Three Rivers. ... .. 

Annie E. Powers. 

North Wilhraham.. 

Cora B. Clark. 

Thorndike,,... 

Maude Connor... 

Bondsville.. 

Helen C. Farnsworth... 

Rondsyille.... 

Districts. 

Susan Goodwin. 

Julia G. Daley.. 

Ware.. 

Palmer.. r . T 

Jennie Roche..... 


Marie Prindiville. 

Palmer. 

May E. Mahoney. 

Palmef.. . 

Drawing. 

Grace E. Hackett. 

Warren. 

Music. 

Joana V. Cantwell. 

\f op son... 
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COMPARISON OF COST PER PUPIL IN PALMER AND 

THE STATE. 


TABLE I. 


Year of State Report. 

Cost per pupil 
in the State. 

Cost per pupil in Palmer. 

i8 99 

$25.22 


$ 21,20 

1900 

25.64 


20.06 

1901 

26.06 


23.18 

1902 

26.49 


25.O9 

1903 

27.03 


24*35 

Town. 

TABLE II. 

Population. Enrollment. 

Valuation. 

Winchester, 

7,248 

1427 

$8,900,000 

Dedham, 

7,457 

1395 

9,170,000 

Middleboro, 

6,885 

1122 

3,944,000 

Athol, 

7,061 

995 

4,215,000 

Northbridge, 

7,036 

1187 

3,678,000 

Spencer, 

7,627 

1060 

3,445,ooo 

Ware, 

8,263 

1095 

4,173,000 

Methuen, 

7 , 5 12 

1212 

4,800,000 

Marblehead, 

7,582 

1275 

6,800,000 

Greenfield, 

7,927 

1437 

6,026,000 

West Springfield, 

7,105 

1030 

8,424,000 

Palmer, 

7,801 

1051 

3,000,000 


Table I shows that the cost per pupil of the schools in Palmer 
relative to the number in attendance is below the average of the 
state. The last state report shows 167 towns in which the cost per 
pupil is larger than that of Palmer. While it is true that the same 
standard of efficiency could be maintained in our schools at less cost 
per pupil if our schools were more centrally located, still the above 
table shows that, judged by the standard of the commonwealth, our 
expenditures are less than the average. It would be a source of 
local satisfaction if we could stop here and give the subject no 
further consideration; but table II shows another and less agreeable 
side to the question of school expenditures. In the order of the 
amount raised per thousand dollars of assessed valuation for the 
support of schools, Palmer is ninth in the list of the towns of the 
state, Spencer being the only town of about the same population 



2 6 


Town of Palmer , School Report, 


that raises a larger amount in proportion to its valuation. This can 
be accounted for in one of two ways; either the number of pupils 
must be larger than that of other towns having the same population, 
or the valuation of the town must be less. In the list given, there 
are but two towns having fewer pupils than Palmer, while there is 
not a town in the list that has a lower valuation. 

It is apparent that in proportion to our school attendance our 
expenditures are below the average, that in proportion to our popu¬ 
lation they are smaller than other towns of the same size, but that in 
proportion to our valuation the expenditures are higher than those 
of the majority of the towns of the state. 

The number of changes among the teachers during the past 
year has not been so large as usual, but the loss of some of our best 
teachers who have gone to other towns at advanced salaries 
emphasizes again that our town is to a certain extent a preparatory 
school to furnish experienced teachers for other towns, and that it 
cannot expect to keep good teachers unless they happen to be 
residents of the town, so making it possible to take advantage of the 
desire of some to stay at home. 

Very recently a law granting aid from the state to small towns 
supporting approved schools has raised the pay of the teachers in 
those towns until it is no longer possible for Palmer to secure 
teachers from the places it has been accustomed to heretofore. 
The gradual advance in salaries throughout the state renders it more 
difficult than ever to secure good experienced teachers. 

The maximum salary paid a grade teacher in this town is $380 
per year. For this price it is expected to secure teachers with either 
a good normal training or successful experience. If the cost of 
board per year that the majority of teachers is obliged to pay is 
deducted, there is left from $130 to $150. From this she is expected 
to clothe herself, purchase such books, papers and periodicals as are 
necessary to maintain her efficiency in school, and from which there 
should be left a balance for the savings bank. Within a very few 
weeks one teacher stated that were it not for assistance from home 
she could not pay her board and necessary bills. 

The obligations belonging to the teachers’ position demand that 
she hold a position socially that will command the respect of both 
children and parents. To do this she must maintain active connec- 
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tion with some church, attend such entertainments as are distinctly 
for her intellectual improvement, purchase a few books each year 
and contribute to a large number of petty calls, no one of which is 
large, but taken as a whole they amount to considerable each year. 
Parents expect the teacher to be an example in all things that make 
for good in the community, and are quick to criticise any teacher 
who is remiss in any way. The success of a school is determined 
more by the qualifications of the teacher than by all the other 
factors combined. 

The question of the salaries of our grade teachers is a serious 
one for the committee and the town to consider if there is a sincere 
desire to continue the same efficiency of school work that has been 
in the past. It is a subject deserving the intelligent consideration 
of every parent who has children in our schools. Free expression 
of opinion would assist those immediately connected with the 
management of the schools to act in accord with the wishes of the 
majority of the citizens of the town. 

TEXT BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 

Slight changes have been made in the text-books during the 
year. Changes were made in Zoology, Arithmetic and Book¬ 
keeping in the high school. The most important change, however, 
has been made in the grades. There has been a feeling of warranted 
dissatisfaction with our texts in arithmetic. Very recently a com¬ 
plete change has been made throughout the grades and Walsh’s 
New Arithmetic introduced. The books are quite different from the 
old ones in plan and meet the unanimous approval of the teachers. 

Definite preparation of the lessons for each day is essential to 
good school work. To assist the teachers in this, plan books were 
introduced at the beginning of the year, into which there are 
gathered all the topics, assignments and material necessary for the 
proper presentation of the recitation. Besides bringing definiteness 
to each day’s work, the introduction of these books makes it possible 
for the superintendent or visitor to learn at once the exact scope of 
the work for the day, and makes it possible for a substitute to carry 
on the work without break in case of the illness of the regular 
teacher. 
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BUILDINGS. 

The Monday following the closing of schools last winter, the 
Thorndike schoolhouse burned. The building was almost new, well 
constructed and one of the best in town. With other needs pressing 
the town could ill afford the loss of a building satisfactory in all 
respects. Measures were immediately taken towards the opening of 
the schools. New desks and books were ordered, rooms rented and 
the schools were opened without the loss of any time, in several 
rooms secured in Thorndike. It was deemed best to transport the 
upper grades to the Palmer school. 

A town meeting was called at the earliest possible date, when 
the town unanimously voted to build a brick building in the place of 
the wooden one burned. The committee appointed consisted of 
H. E. W. Clark, C. H. Hobbs, W. E. McDonald, W, H. Brainerd, 
P. H. Crowley and John O. Hamilton. 

While the building was not completed until a short time ago, 
still the committee deserves congratulation for enabling the schools 
to occupy the schoolhouse before the severe cold of winter. 

The new building, of which a cut appears as frontispiece, is 
built of brick with granite trimmings. The interior finish is ash and 
maple. The equipment is complete in every detail. In all respects 
the building is a model one and should be a source of pride to the 
town. In the report of last year, mention was made of the Three 
Rivers building and that of the high school. The appropriation 
granted at the last annual town meeting has been used to put the 
former in good working condition. New slate was purchased for all 
the rooms in the building, new desks for four of the rooms, and also 
desks for all of the teachers. A large part of the building has new 
floors. The wood-work has been painted and^ the walls tinted, and 
complete new sanitaries constructed. The school is as well provided 
as the majority in the state, and there will be no need of any further 
outlay of any amount until the present building shows structural 
weakness of such nature that a new building will be needed. 
Judged by the present conditions, it will be several years before the 
town will be obliged to consider such needs. 

The continued rapid growth of our high school compels 
attention. When constructed, the building was designed to accom¬ 
modate about 75 pupils. Up to within two years, the growth of the 
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school has been slow, but since that time there has been a decided 
increase in attendance. Last year’s report shows an enrollment of 
75 pupils, this year’s an enrollment of 95 ; the present school year 
has an enrollment of 105, and next year it will be about 125 if the 
same percentage of pupils return to the school and the same 
percentage of grammar school graduates enter the school as have 
during the last two years. One of the rooms which is used for 
drawing is so situated that during the present winter a large part of 
the work has been omitted on account of the cold. Every room in 
the building is used beyond its capacity, and some rooms never 
intended for class use have been occupied. 

ATTENDANCE. 

This report shows a decided improvement in the number of 
cases of tardiness, showing that the parents in the main have assisted 
the teachers in securing more regular work. The slight decrease in 
the percentage of attendance is due to the prevalence of contagious 
diseases in our schools during the fall of 1902. Were the records 
for that term eliminated, there would be shown a decided increase 
in regularity of attendance. The record of the high school is 
deserving of special mention, where there has been an increase in 
the percentage of attendance and the cases of tardiness have been 
only about 30 per cent of the preceding year. 

“ There are scores of reasons assigned for the non-attendance 
of children that cannot in any fairness make the absence necessary. 
They are reasons that parents or pupils may readily overcome by a 
little extra pains, a little greater sturdiness, a little greater fore¬ 
thought, a little higher conception of duty.” 

Regularity of attendance is a question for the serious considera¬ 
tion of each parent. The co-operation given by parents in this 
matter determines the conditions of the schools. 

MUSIC AND DRAWING. 

Under the capable instruction of the teacher in Music the work 
in this subject is progressing, and each year shows a distinct im¬ 
provement in the singing of the pupils. I wish to emphasize again 
that the work in this branch needs the help and co-operation of the 
people. It is not enough that the pupils learn to sing and to read 
music well, though that is all we ought to expect the best teacher to 
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impart to her pupils. There is another side to a musical education 
that is neglected which needs the thought of the people of this 
community as well as that of the country as a whole, it is the 
cultivation of musical taste. Our teacher of music recognizes it in 
the selection of songs taught her pupils, and does all that can be 
reasonably expected to develop a taste for good music, but the 
schools in a town like Palmer cannot do all that is desirable and 
there is need of help from the friends of the school. Outside of 
the large cities there is little opportunity for this, but it is a subject 
deserving of thought and consideration. Many of the smaller towns 
have given recitals to which the high school pupils have been ad¬ 
mitted free, the general public paying an admission fee, which 
covers the cost. The writer wishes that the public-spirited of the 
town would assist in this matter, and hopes that in the near future an 
arrangement may be made whereby the children may hear classical 
music properly rendered. Special attention is called to the very 
comprehensive reports of our teachers in Music and Drawing, in 
which the details and aims of their work are stated. 

USE OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

There is a growing sentiment throughout the country that the 
beautiful buildings occupied by our schools, involving so great 
outlay in their construction, should be used a greater part of the 
time than the five hours each day for a part of the year. In the 
cities, “ Educational Centers,” so called are being created at the 
large schools, where free lectures are given and reading rooms 
opened. 

During the past year there have been held in the hall of the 
Palmer school two instructive lectures under the auspices of the 
Palmer Women’s Club that were open to the public. Through the 
courtesy of Judge T. W. Kenefick, Mr. D. F. Dillon and Mr. E. E. 
Hobson, the Superintendent has been able to offer the pupils of the 
High School and 9th grade a course of three lectures upon Town, 
County and State government. These lectures have been interesting 
and instructive. The thanks of the town are due these men for 
giving their time and labor for the benefit of the children of our 
schools. It is hoped to have these lectures repeated each year, and 
others added as occasion permits. 
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The presence of the library in the village of Palmer affords 
opportunities not given to the other villages. 

Through the help of the principals at Bondsville, Thorndike 
and Three Rivers, branch libraries have been established in each 
school building. At present the drawing of books is limited to 
pupils, but it is planned to extend the privileges to the public as fast 
as the details can be worked out. Reading rooms have been opened 
in the Bondsville and Three Rivers schools, and a vacant room is 
available for the purpose in Thorndike. 

Bondsville has an excellent list of periodicals furnished by 
public subscription. With the same co-operation of the people of 
the other villages it will be possible soon to furnish, without cost to 
the town, a good reading room for each of the villages where books 
may be secured and papers read, as at the library at Palmer. 

The teachers, parents, pupils, and all friends of the Thorndike 
school, wish to express their appreciation of the very generous 
contributions that were made at the opening of the new building. 
With the money received at that time, more than a hundred dollars’ 
worth of pictures have been secured. 

In closing, I wish to express my appreciation of the unselfish 
endeavor of every teacher to make our school successful, and to 
thank the committee for the confidence placed in me and the 
cordial support given. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HAROLD M. DEAN, 

Superintendent of Schools. 



Report of the Principal of Palmer High School. 


To the School Superintendent of the Town of Palmer: 

The Principal of the High School presents herewith his third 
annual report. 

The current year at the High School opened auspiciously with a 
larger attendance than ever before. While this fact is an encourag¬ 
ing one, attention is respectfully called to the insufficiency of the 
seating capacity of our main room, and also to the increased amount 
of work which this marked gain in attendance has imposed upon 
the teachers. 

Of the class which entered the High School last September, 
twenty-three, or nearly one-half, elected the three years or English 
course, at least double the usual proportion. Assuming that this 
was done with the advice and consent of the parents, this may be 
looked upon as a public recognition of the value and dignity of that 
course. No pupil should be encouraged to take short cuts or royal 
roads to learning, but for those who are not fitting for college and 
who can actually ill afford to spend four years at the High School 
even, the English course affords an excellent opportunity to obtain a 
good general education. The course is arranged to include all the 
English, all the mathematics, ail the sciences and history taught in 
the school, with a year of arithmetic and bookkeeping in addition. 
It differs from the four years courses mainly in the omission of the 
study of foreign languages. 

The past year has witnessed a distinct gain in the strength and 
efficiency of our science department. This has been due in a large 
measure to the increase in needed laboratory apparatus, thus giving 
improved facilities for objective study and experimental work. It is 
safe to say that no department in school inspires more enthusiastic 
interest. 
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In the history department the purchase of some needed 
reference books, together with the liberal use of the advantages 
offered by the public library, has stimulated individual research and 
given a strong impetus to supplementary work. 

The classical department, which is largely in charge of the first 
assistant, is exceptionally well managed and has proved itself of 
unquestionable efficiency. 

The addition of a third year of French in the Latin Scientific 
course, which addition was authorized by the school committee last 
June, will enable us to meet the most rigid college requirement in 
the one modern language in which the school offers instruction. 

Our college certificate privilege, which in common with that of 
all other preparatory schools, expired on Jan. ist of the current year 
and for which we were obliged to make renewed application, has 
been restored, thus giving us the privilege of sending the graduates of 
our four years courses to any one of the dozen or more colleges 
connected with the New England College Entrance Certificate 
Board. By the refusal to grant certificates excepting to such 
graduates as have maintained a relatively high standard of scholar¬ 
ship, the reputation of the school as a preparatory school has been 
fully maintained and the success of our graduates in higher 
institutions has been assured. 

The Principal feels under deep obligation to the assistant 
teachers for their earnestness and faithfulness, and to the Superin¬ 
tendent and School Committee for their cordial and hearty support. 
A continuance of this harmony and unity of effort cannot fail to 
give even greater success and efficiency to the High School. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRED WILDER CROSS, 

Principal, 


Palmer, February 6 th, 1904. 



Music Report. 


Mr. H. M. Dean , Superintendent of Schools : 

In submitting my report of the work in music, I desire to 
review in a very brief way the progress made during the past year. 

It is encouraging to note that every room has accomplished the 
problems of its respective grade in less time, and with better results, 
than it did last year. It seems to me this fact is a real proof of 
progressive growth. 

In the first grade, the pupils are doing good, intelligent work 
from the First Series, Individual Slips. Last year this work was not 
begun before the spring term. The same comparative advance has 
been made in every grade in school. Hence, for the first time 
since the Weaver System has been introduced, nearly every grade is 
using the Series designed for it when up to grade standard. The 
few exceptional schools are doing work beyond that designed for 
them. To illustrate : One sixth grade is working in the Seventh 
Series; one fourth grade is working in Fourth Series, but has also 
begun two-part work, the latter work being considered fifth grade 
work. 

From the fourth grade to the ninth, inclusive, good, independ¬ 
ent, chorus work is being accomplished also. The Third, Fourth, 
and Phfth Educational Music Readers furnish ample material for 
two-, three-, and four-part songs. The pupils are not only taught to 
read these at sight but attention is paid to the memorizing of the 
worthy ones, with especial regard to the expression. 

The grammar grade pupils have just completed some attractive 
booklets containing a short sketch of Mendelssohn’s life, and a copy 
of the music of one of his simple songs. Musical biography taken 
in this way is proving to be a subject of real, live,interest. 
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In conclusion, is our school music accomplishing the results for 
which it was introduced into our school system ? To be consistent, 
we must apply the same test questions as those applied to every other 
subject worthy of a place in the school curriculum. The question is 
not primarily , “ Does school music train the emotions ; cultivate an 
artistic taste, thus adding to the culture of the pupil?” The refin¬ 
ing results necessarily accompany the successful study of school 
music. The practical question is, “ Does school music teach the 
pupil to think; is the mental growth or activity increased by the 
every-day drill of the mechanical?” The best music educators 
hold that the mental effort put forth in sight-singing is equal to that 
of other studies. Teachers, who, by actual schoolroom experiences, 
are competent judges, agree most heartily with this view. 

Your teachers have been indeed enthusiastic and faithful in 
their efforts. Their loyal following out of my suggestions cannot be 
too highly commended. 

To the school board I extend my sincere gratitude for their 
usual generosity and good-will. 

Respectfully, 

JOANA V. CANTWELL, 

Supervisor of Music. 


February, 1904. 




Drawing Report. 


Mr. H. M. Dean , Superintendent oj Schools: 

Herewith is presented the annual report of the work in drawing 
in the Palmer Schools for the year 1903. 

The time given to the different departments of the work has 
been as follows : 

September, October, November, — Nature drawing, including 
grasses, flowers, fruits and vegetables, the study of trees, and land¬ 
scape composition. 

December, January, February,—Constructive drawing, measure¬ 
ments, geometric figures, working drawing, and constructive design. 

March, April, — Study of foreshortening and principles of 
perspective through drawing of common objects. 

May, June, — Nature drawing and painting, and design, includ¬ 
ing the principles of balance, rhythme, and harmony. 

Since drawing is not a study taken for itself alone, but for its 
general effect upon the mind as a means of culture, and since the 
joint education of the eye and hand rightly understood and 
intelligently practiced is a great advantage in all lines of study— 
drawing has been correlated as far as possible, with all other work of 
the schools. Drawing is not placed in the schools to train artists— 
it may help some to be artistic, some to have good taste and an 
insight into and a desire for the beautiful—but it trains all to put 
their best effort forward, and the result to each pupil is equally 
valuable as training in the art of doing his work well. 

We no longer think of Art as pertaining alone to pictures, casts, 
etc. “Art consists in the doing of each right thing well,” conse¬ 
quently we have artists in any and every line of work, both in and 
out of school. 

Many teachers have spoken of the improvement in appearance 
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and arrangement of written work and arithmetic papers, and the 
painstaking care of pupils to make their daily work neat and tasteful. 

To many pupils, an education in good taste must come through 
daily surroundings and from the teachers in the public schools. To 
this end, many teachers have made their schoolrooms beautiful by 
the addition of good pictures, casts, etc. The most direct way of 
developing good taste is to keep constantly before the pupils 
examples of beautiful things. Local school museums would be a 
great help in this education. Much has been done for the Palmer 
pupils by establishing reading and play rooms in some of the build¬ 
ings. Why not add a school museum, where the pupils might find 
examples of good drawing and painting, good printing, of book 
covers, common utensils, vases, lamps, lanterns, hinges, locks, 
brackets, etc. These would furnish not only the basis for designing 
si to i 1 ar things, but would lead to that analysis and judgment which 
develop good taste. The results of such observation and analysis 
would gradually become evident in more tasteful work by the pupils. 

Any study in the public schools is more valuable if practical 
application can there be made of it. Manual training is one 
application of drawing. Some work in this line has been attempted 
and great interest shown by the pupils, but for lack of time, means 
and materials, the results are not what they might be. The advan¬ 
tages of manual training are so obvious that nothing need be said 
in its favor. 

Meetings for the teachers are held every two weeks in the 
drawing room of the High School building, where instruction is 
given in drawing, watercolor and design. These meetings were 
organized with the aim of aiding each teacher in the drawing, that 
through practical application of the work she might the more 
readily help the pupils in the schools. 

The present encouraging condition of this work in drawing is 
due to the excellence of the teaching force in the Palmer schools. 
I wish to thank these teachers and pupils for their faithful work and 
hearty co-operation. Respectfully, 

GRACE E. HACKETT. 


February, 1904. 
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